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Matawan, HMommouth County, New Jersey

Ovmner: Miss J. M¥zhsl Brown
Data of Hrectlilon: 1723
Architasct:

Builder: dJdohn Bowne
Present

Tumber of

Exterior walls - scalloped
shingles front, rear and
gsouth elevations; clapboards
on the gables; clapboards
north elevationy brick and
clay fillled between studsy
porch glong front and south
elevation.

Interior wglls ~ plaater

Roof = main houss gambrel,wood
shingles; tin on porch rocfs
one story rear wing covered -
wlth segm tln over shingles

Inside chimneyvys, main house;
exterlor chlmney on later
addition : -

Mloors - wood
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Historicsl Datas

This house 1s known as the Burrows or
Burrowes House. The origlnal structure was erected
by Joln Bowne 1in 1723. It was personally supervised
by him and a sense of rivalry entered intc the bullde
ing of the house becauge John Bowne was trylng to
excel the house bullt by hls father et Crawford's
Corner. The house was a two story frame dwelling
38 feet 6 inches by 30 feet 6 inches; a lean~te
kitchen at the rear, and a porch across the front
completed the building. The arch in the hell and
the stalrcase were considered fine pleces of work
for those days.

Sometlime before 1900, a two story addition
wag bullt on the east end of the maln house and the
kitchen lean-~to enlarged. ZEarly in 1200 the house
was extenslvely remodeled extending around the west
end; a pert of the rear lean~to was taken off.

Johin Purrowes purchascd the house before
the Revolutlonary War. He develcoped quilte a
profitable buvsiness buying and markseting grain and
producs. A number of warehouseszs, granaries, and
so0 forth were locebted on the biuff overlooking the
creak back of the Manafon. Slaves loaded the produce
on board the vessels for New York City, under the
supervision of Corn ¥ing Burrowes. A son of the
Corn King, John Burrowes, Jr., and Jonathan Forman,
hig brother~in-law, were organlzers of the First New
Jersey Company to leave Monmouth County for the war
of the Revoluticn. They wore called the "six months
gsoldiers', The old manuscript states that "'Tho gSompany
formed in the yard of John Burrowes,Sr.' (whlch is the
present front yard of the house) 'uniformed,armed and
eguipped for szctive serviecs. Andrew Brown, a respectable
sea capbtain, marshalled the largse mesting of men, womsn
and children to take leave of fathers, brothers and
friends. Everything was conducted with patrictic
firmness and subdued grief. The soldlers were all
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formed, each officer 1n his place znd the
ceptain gave orders 'Forward march'. When

the drum and fife struck up the tune of

'"Duncan Darle! 1t was a moment of indescrib-
able grief. They marched to Brownspoint,
embarked on shipboard to Gravesend, Long Island;
and jolned General VWashington snd the American
Armiy there's Thls was written by an old man of
ninety who had been an sye witness to the scene.”
{The Matawan Journsl)

The bountiful gransrics of John Burrowes
ware objects of many ralds by the Tories., Halor
John Burprowos, Jr. ha? mads himsolf obnexlous to
the Tories because of hils opposition to British
rule. The major had left his wife at the home of
his father, and was In the habit of secreily visitm
Tng hor.  Some Tory familiss in the nelghborhood
Jearniag thiz. zlettsd to capbure him during one
of thezo vieits., Major Burrowes successfully
aluded them. However, on one occaslon, the Toriles
sueceeded in getting word to the "Greens”, an
organization of refugees on Staten Island. They
crogsed to the New Jerssy shore end resached the
Burrowes kanslon after midnight, The family had
besn awslkened; Hajor Surrowss escaped and swam
the creal and hid himsolf for two days and nights
in the donse woods. .

His wife, Margaret Burrowes, who had

1 er huashand's sscape, hegrd o w of the

b eohing upstairs, and she came from her

nd faced him on the second landing where =sh

r death. The officer, in reply tc & query

5, asked her for the shawl that she had about
onld

-

g L0 use a3 bandaze for one of his men.
d, "You'll not get my shawl or anyithing
0 21d & British subject". The officer

her sh e
She anawere
alge hare t



HABS-NJ-108

Page 4

took the shawl and in the scuffle struck her
on the breast with the hilt of his sword. She
recovered, but it 13 claimed that her death was
due to the affects of the attack.

The house waa plllaged and the granaries
burned, but the Mansion was saved.

It 13 interesting to note that Mgjor
Burrowes, who was honorably discharged at the end
of the war, met his death by drowning in the St.
Johns River, Florida. The father, John Burrowes,
Sr., was elected Sheriff of Monmouth County, which
office he held until his death in 1785.

Today the house 13 operated as the
"Oolonial Tea House Room".

Biblilographys:

Mills, W.J. Historic Houses in New
Joersey Philadelphla, J.B. Lippincott,
1002

A Newapaper Articlo in The Matawan

Journal based on lstters from great-
great-grandchlldren of John Bowne and from
the manuscripts of Jonathan Forman written
by himself.

Information from Miss J. Mabel Brown,
Publisher of the Matawan Journal and the
Keyport Weekly, Matawan and Keyport, New
Jersey, glven to George A. Delatush.
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ADDEXDUX

Inasmuch as the date of erection and
name of first cvner of this houvse have been
variously asserted, the following references are
cited accordingly, so that our deductlon on these
two points, derived as it 1s from cur survey of
the building, and search of title, may be more
evident,

(1) W, J. I1111ls, Historic Fouses of
New Jaraey (1OO~) rages 175-102 (Wwith cub) sayd
TThe Eurrowes Hencionseesesseds very much like
the former it. TJ1ra sant T2ll. They were both
erected in the st half of the eighteenth century
and tradition sayg by the same architect, 2 native
of Elizabethitown, whose name is lozt to posterity.
John BUrroweS.essss«opec2me the owner a fow vears
after its completion®, On pages 1064-174, he says
that IIts Pleagant sl 1l was the home of Fhllip Frenecaun,
erected In 1782 by Piesrre [rensauv his father, comrosed
of o large rain house with two frame vings added i ter,
and wag nartly destroyed by fire in 1812, low then
could Hills observe that the two houses were alike?

(2) FPrank1lin Bllis, History of Monmouth
Comtv, Hew Jersev, (18385) page 83C, quotes in an
account of the Tory raid on this house of Joha
Eurrowes, an address of the Hon., William Spadexr
onn 4 July 1876, "The house now cccupled by Dis
Pitmen snd huilt before the Revolubtion by a
lr., Burrowes, has o pistory of itself”,

(2} Federal Writers Projects, & history
of Matawan 1686-1936, on pages 88~39 says inter al,
that "The Hurrowes liension at 4 loin Strecbtecescase
before the Revolution, the houvse was bousht by John
Durrowes, Sr. The mension ereclted in 1703 DYy J ohn
Bown?, iz said to be of hils own design ond construc-
tion',

(4) John B, 38illuell, II.0,, in a pedigree
of Howne of Wonmoubtic County jubllshed in his Historical
and Cerealesical Iliscellany, Vol., & (1014), page oo,
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states that John Bowne of Matawan on 13 January
1723 and 14 December 1726 resided "in the house
which becane celebreted in the Revolution as

the Zurroues house and which is now occupled by

Dr, Pitman of iatawan. It is my belief that the
old Pitman house at Matawan was built b John
Bowne about 1723-68, It was the duplicate of the
one recently destroyed at Crawford's Corners”.,

Dr, Stillwell 2lso states that this John Bowne

of 1iiddletown, was born there 1700 and dled 1774
An the homestead at Crawford's Corners, heving
aequired it by a quitelalm deed of 20 August

1747 from hils thiree brothers conveying the caid
houce and land formerly the dwelling place of

their father Cbadlah Sowne (died 1726) “which

now ilg and has oecn for vears the dwelling place

of the said John Powne', a tract of 632 ACIre€Seereves
"The house at Crawfordts Corners was built in 1701,
doubtless by Cbadiah Zowne, to which sometime after
his decease, hiz son Jobn removed., This house and
its contents were recently destroyed by firel,
further says thils compller. Accordingly, it is
Impossible to verify his statement cuoted above,
that the house at Hatawan wes a duplicaste of the
Bowne homestead at Crawfordls Corners,

0f Jobn Burrowes Swv,, to whom we have
traced ownership of the house at Llatawvan in Jenuary
1778, and ot the time of his death in 1785, as
reported hereafter, the pedigrec of Burrowes in the
reference sbove, on rage 140, says he was born in
1718 In Midiletown, XMonmouth County, died in September
1785, and vas burled in The Presbyterian Churchyard
there; and that "This residence now commonly known
as the Dr, Pltman House in Matawan, a mezpnificent
specinen of Ceclonial architecture, which wasg bullt
probably by the Somes"., Inscrted in this pedigcoe
of Durrovcs, Dre. Stillwell guotes two letters writien
about 1804, one of wiich states thal the acecount of
lie Zevolutionary evniscde at this house, gz given in
B1lligt History (sce above) "agrees very well with
tradition as 1t has becn hended dovm in our branch
of the fanily", 2lso that Dr. 2tillwellts announce=-
ment that the housc was bulll hy John lZowne in or
about 1723 contradicted their tradition that John
Burrowes kad bullt 1t. Dr,. 3tillwell adds "From daba
in my possession, I deduced that the Burrowves Housge
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was bullt in or sbout 1723, by Obadish or John
Bowne”, but falls to reveal the evidence.
Accordingly he is responsible for the assignment

of date and name which we have sccepted in the

lack of evidence per eontra, Thewc appoars no

deed on record conveying this property in Metbawan
to John Burrowes, Sr., and so the source of hisg
title has not been determined. e might have
acquired 1t through his marriage to the wildow Watson
in 1749, -

John Turrowes, Sr.s bto whom howvever the
owvnership of this lhicuse has been traced in the
records, was born in 1718, died in September 17835,
and is buried in the Presbyterian Churchyard in
Middletown, son of Bden Burrowes (1687-1731) of
same place., By hisg wife Hope (Taylor) Wotson, widow
of Capt, JdJohn Watson, wvhom he married by license
dated 2 December 1749, and who died 27 Ocltober L7C2
John Burrowvess Sres had lssue, among obthers who died
voung, daughters Rachel (1751~1840) 2nd wife of (Col.)
Dre, Thomas Henderson of Freehold; Hope wifc of Jonathan
Forman of Cazenovia, N,7Z.; and an only son John
Burrowves Jr, In nis will of 1 Sept, 1785, proved 15
Oct, following, this John Burrowes (Sr,) of Niddletown
Twpe Cdevised to his wife lope the use of his estate
during her lifctlme, cancels deblis due from hiis son
John, and devises the residue to the son and to the
daughters T“eachel Zenderson and lope Foremen equally,
the son John to have the preference in the real

-

estate on Middlebtown Point {(IMataswan),

In veriflcation of later storles of the
capbure of John Zurrowes (Sr.), the following account
published contemporary wibth the alfair is guoted fronm
the New Jersey Gazebtc of 3 June 1778: e aro informed
that on Wednesday mworning last, a part of about scventy
of the Greens from Sandy ook landed near Major Kearney's,
headed the mill ereek, iddletown Point, and morched to
Mr, Burrove's, made hls prisoner, burnt hiag mills and
boti. his storehounses, 1l valuable buildinges, besides 2
creat deal of furniture------- Also took Liesui, Col. John
Srmoclz, Cant. Christopher Little, Wr. Joseph vrell, Capt.
Jocob Covenhoven, and several other persons; killed
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Pearce and Van Brockle, and wounded another man
mortallVesseeses (Abstracts of Newspapers, publ,
In Ne Je Arehives, 2nd series, Vol. 2, page 237).

John Burrowes, Jr., (Captain, later Major),
the son and heir abovenamed, thus In 1785 succeeded
his father ih possession of the house here considered,
Higs death between 1788 and 1797 is variously stated
as having occurred in 3t, John's River, Florida, St.
Mary's River In the same state, and perhaps in New
Orleans, after hils discharge from the Army at the
end of the Revolution(a), By his wife, Margarct
Forman(b), who died 14 July 1787, aged 28~11=16
{eravegstone in Mt, Pleagsant Cem,, Matawan) he had
lzsues Catherine wife of Jacob W, Hallett of Pultncy-
villey No¥4y Helen wife of Samuel S. Breese of
Cazenovia, H.Yey and s son John for whom as an
orphan on 31 July 1797 Col. Asher Holmes was
appointed guardian, and who was later lost at sea.{a)

After the death of his wife as above stated,

Mnjor John Burrowes{Jr.)}, by an unrecorded deed of 29
March 1788, conveyed to (her uncle) General David

. Forman, the 15 acrec part of the real estate in Kiddle-
town Polint which he had rcceived in 1785 by the will
of his father, being the hilstoric house here surveyed.
This grantee was born 1 Oct., 1733, and dled 30 Harch
1812, having married lst: Ann Denise and 2nd Ellnor
Van 2runt, widow,(b) and supposedly 1lived in the
house for a time.

By deed of 28 April 1795, this Gen. David
Forman amd wife Anne, being then of Frechold Twpe,
conveyed to John I. Holmes for 5000 pounds the same
15 acres in Middletown Point, with "all manner of
houses, bulldings, edifices, structures", etc.,
recitinz the deed abovesaid, The property was sclized
from the estate of Lolmes by the sheriff, pursuvant
to legal vroceedings, and sold to Chrinevence Van
Haeter of Hiddletown Twpe. for 2013 FPounds by deed of
17 HMarch 1800, in vhich 1t ls described a=s "all that
tract or lot of land which was granted and sold by
deed from John Burrowes to David Forman, dated 29
HMarch 1788, and by deed of 28 Aprll 1795 by Gen'l.
David Formen to Jdohn I, Holmes in his lifetime,

{a) Stillwell, cited supra
. (b) inne S, Dandridge, The Forman Genealogy, publ. 1903,
0D o 76=77
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beinyg at Middletown .o“nt, eglnning at the
highway that leszds %o the 1and1n; at ‘the corner
of land formerly ouned by Joha I, Holmes, thence
runaing aloas said Holmes'! line to Hatewan Creeln,
thence dovin ceid creek the severnl courses thereof
to the lendlng road, Ilnceluding the storeliouse and
docke and the shop with the small lcov which wesg
vurchased to ereet tho gawme on, thence following
Te landing read to the beginning, conbtaining 18
res ore or less

Froa Chrineyenee Van Mater the propexrty

vagsed to Willlam Parier of Qﬂrﬁﬂ“%trm Tpes who
dled intestate before I llay 1umd, which dated
1z adninistrators passed title to 1oseph e and

van Mater, the labter of whom evidently
titen living in this house

jrd
;
] g—q W G o
45

A red
Sai e
o

3y deed of 13 Jan, 1842 these grantees,
FEolmes and Joseph ¥, Van later cnd respoective wife,
e tou a divicion ol o Z1.75 acre
ad ty conveyed Mall te Laron
» gach tc Zarret Hiers and

Liddletovin Twn,.

Sy deed of 1 April 1846, licrs abovenaned
with hiis wife, belng still of Middletown Twp. (in
which 18 Ylocatod this house on Middlectoun DPi.)
conveyed 1is share of the tract to Jacob W. Fountain
of same nlsce, Tor L4000, apd by one of 17 aprll
1048, ¥ountain and Thitlock 0’2vﬂyed to Lengstreetb
nali of tiwe wihwole, wherely the last nanmed eame into
nogsesslon of the rart o1l viiiely stands the house
here cunsliicre Longetrcet and wife conveyed to
Lomon LU house end ftg lot having a fronte

n

sse of 624 feet the west side of Heln Stroct in
the Villag ce of Iletown Foint by decd of 1 Arxil
1854, This “alon Pitman (D,3,3,.) leld znd occoirpled
bre sume unitil 8 laweh 1870, on wiichi date be
nassed title by aeed to uli_pd . Arrowsmith of
Treehold, wWho on the sane date pasced it Lo Anna V.
f“uﬁ@;, vife ol Acron, ahovesall,.
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Part of the prexis (1,31 acres and the
house )} was tealren from her qnd uOld by the Sheriff
to the Iutuel Inswrance Company of HWew York, by
deed of 27 Cot, 1897, as result of case In the
Court of ”hencery, and on 28 Dec, 1°OU that grantee
ragased 1t bo Zenjamin ¥ Brown of obtawan.

OT.‘

* »
Jennlie Mahel vaVn and otliergy helrs of sald Irown,
conveyed the some to Jennile S, 2rown, widow, of
Hutuman, by deed wocoprded L4 July 1930, Silmlilariy,
244

by deed of L June 1838, said Jdennie Melel Zrowm =nd
ot“cls, coenveved the soue prcperty to Hildred Trovn

Ferricl: of the Villoage of Matawan,

' Corréctions to our mreviouvs account muast
include the spelling of the surname as Tuercres, The
nome of bullder te read: John Sowne (1700-1774) or
John Purroves, 30, (171u~178ﬂ), the e23t end unit of
the house added prior to 1858, the roof being gambrel
(not hip), the present L“ont poreh an additicn in
1900, and the address 94 Main Streot,

Zibliography:
George O, Teslonen, Rarly Dubtel: Settlers of

Monmouth r‘Duﬂ“L*_, e Jes 1001} ith two
prhotograpns opposite poce 1 of t.e appendix,

{Dc“‘"\

£ Monmouth Counbty,
y oited zupro,

1, 3. D4y Hizbtoricsl snd
loecellany, Vo. 3, clted supra,

Jehn B, B
Genealorica

=g i
T5-122, cited supra.

Federal Triters Frojects, Lotawan, 1E86-1636,
ppe B38-8€, witkh illustration, cited supre,.
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Burrowes Mansion
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94 Main Street

Matawan

Monmouth County

New Jersey

© PHOTOCRAPHS

WRTTTEN" HISTORIGAEAND-DESCRTPTIVE BATA ™™

Historic American Buildings Survey
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127




